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designing eden LLC 

Please send newsletter requests, questions 

and topics to designingeden@charter.net. To  

receive this newsletter send one box of milk 

chocolate (Nuts and caramels only, no 

creams) with your contact information to 

the address listed above. 

Design, Installations, Nursery 

Issue 1                                        Spring 2005 

 

April:  

Now is the time to divide ornamental grasses. 

Continue spring cleanup of lawn and gardens. 

Set out plant supports for top heavy perennials to 

allow plants to grow through them.   

Apply pre-emergent weed control to plant beds. 

Apply crabgrass control to lawns.  Try a natural 

choice like corn gluten.  You won’t have complete 

control but it builds up in the soil over the first cou-

ple of seasons. 

Apply a slow release fertilizer around plants just 

before they actively start growing.  Milorganite is a 

organic choice which is also sometimes used as a 

deer repellent 

May:  

Plant annuals after the last expected frost usually the 

last week of May.   If you plant annuals any earlier, 

be sure to have sheets or burlap handy to protect 

plants from frost. 

June:  

Perennials that are too tall for their space or that 

tend to flop over mid season can be cut back to 6”.  

Doing this will decrease the overall size of the plant 

and push back bloom time by 2-3 weeks.   

Prune spring flowering shrubs right after flowering 

before next years flower buds form.   

Deadhead spent flowers to promote reblooming.   

Allow bulb foliage to completely yellow and then 

cut the foliage to the ground. 

 

“The planting of bulbs is 

the work of hope and    

always thrilling”  

                                  

            May Sarton 

Aesculus pavia 

Color rendered master plan. 

Fast Facts 

In 2003, gardening surpassed 

walking as the number one 

hobby in the United States. 

Garden Calendar 

Inspirations 



Hello and welcome to our very 

 first newsletter.  Why start a 

 newsletter you might ask?  Good 

 question.  I thoroughly enjoy 

 marketing yet over the years we 

 haven’t done much to market 

our company.  Sure, we’ve done the basics.  We’ve 

invested in beautiful letterhead, a website and our 

vehicles get lettered, but that’s about it.  We’ve 

always relied on word of mouth advertising.  It 

seems like the logical time to take the next step.  I 

could have taken a much easier approach by     

paying for a homogeneous newsletter produced by 

a company in some far off land but it just didn’t 

seem right.  I wanted the newsletter to be         

informative, personal and fun.  I also thought it 

was important for the content to be relative to our 

neck of the woods.  As you will see in this and 

future issues, this newsletter will be centered 

around the subjects of  horticulture, design and 

nature.  I’ve got a lot of great ideas for future   

issues so sit back and enjoy.  Warm regards,   

  Richard  

P.S.  We are looking for your input.  Please send 

questions, comments and suggestions to           

designingeden@charter.net  

designing eden LLC 

Design, Installations, Nursery 

Greetings from Richard 

Back to Basics:  Mulch Refresher Course 

 Over the last decade or so mulching 

around landscape plants has become a 

yearly ritual for most homeowners.  A fresh 

coating of mulch gives your garden and 

property a clean, well maintained look.  

Somewhere along the way mulch has     

become more of an  aesthetic thing vs. 

something that’s done for the benefit of 

plants.  That can 

sometimes lead to 

problems.  While it’s 

true that proper 

mulching can       

improve the health of 

plants, it’s just as 

true that improper mulching can stress or 

even kill a plant.  We see time and time 

again, plants dying a slow death due to 

over-mulching.  This practice has become 

too common and provides no benefit to the 

tree. Being aware of mulch depth around 

trees and shrubs is critical to sustaining the 

long term health of plants.  Over-mulching is 

a waste of mulch and money.  The overuse 

of mulch around plants is detrimental for the 

following reasons: 

It gives a place for ground harboring insects 

(such as borers) to enter the tree. Boring    

insects (ha, ha) tunnel into the tree,     

weakening it and shut off the movement of 

water and nutrients throughout the tree.            

 Piling mulch or soil around the trunk of a 

tree provides a place for rodents to remove 

the tree’s bark for food, girdling the tree.   

It’s an easy entry point for fungus and    

pathogens to enter the tree. 

Roots need oxygen to survive. When      

oxygen levels drop due to over-mulching, 

root development starts to decline.  When 

the root’s development goes into decline, 

the tree quickly follows.   

Applying too much mulch year after year      

creates a dense mass which water cannot   

penetrate. 

When there becomes a large buildup of 

mulch some trees will send out adventitious 

roots into the mulch .  When the mulch dries 

out it puts an added stress on the tree.   

To prevent over-mulching, mulch should be 

applied only a couple of inches deep around a 

plant with very little mulch coming in contact 

with the bark.  With proper mulching the tree’s 

trunk flare should still be visible.  If at one time 

too much mulch was applied or you have 

been using cedar (which decomposes slowly) 

it might be necessary to remove some of the 

old mulch before re-applying.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UNITY: 

Plant 
Pick 

This picture is one of the many 

variegated Brunneras on the 

market.  More deer resistant 

than Hosta with better flowers.  

Try pairing it with some of the 

purple leaved Huechera’s.  It 

makes a stunning combination! 

Repeating plants or materials 

which exist in the architecture and 

surrounding landscape  will give 

your landscape a more comfort-

able feel.  In the picture above 

unity was accomplished with 6 

custom designed trellis’ which 

were placed within the beds to    

create unity within the space. 

Visit us online at designingeden.com 

Don’t try this at home! 


