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By Maria LaPiana

Landscaping Fails

Common missteps homeowners make—

Spring can be harsh—the lawn Isn't green enough, the fiowerbeds nol pretty enough and the foliage not abun-
dant epough to mask the mistakes we've made over the years. What's the No. 1 landscaping blunder hameown-

and how fo fix them

ars make? “Choosing the wrong plants for sun, shade or soil conditions,” says Linda Tasko, landscape architec!
at The Garden Barn in Vernon. Being shartsighted is a close second. Many of our miscuss simply come from nal
understanding the basic rules of landscape design (halance, proportion and scale, among them). Sometimes
it's the hardscape that cries eul for 2 do-over. While we know there's no substitute for consulting a pro with a
good aye and a deep knowledge of harticulture, we asked experts around the state to identily some of the most
comman landscaping stipups they see—and the best ways to remedy them,

Follow the Sun

FAIL: Choosing the wrong plants
for orientation and soil conditions.

A mrsery can be a seductive place when
every plant iz in bloom and looking its best
s easy tosee why people are lured into buy-
ing ane of evervthing they see. but moze aften
tham not, “they havert consdered whether
the plants are right tor their yards,” gaps Lin-
da Tasko of The Garden Barn, "Ifs really easy
e figure st what kind of bush vou need for
2 particular corner of the howse,” saps Taska:
"Just shserve the spot—onoe In the morning,
ance af nood, and dgaln at 3 p.m” Take note
and let the experts at the ganden center help
yiw choose healthy plants that will do well,
Smetimis yon may get the nrientation right,
bust 2 check of the sedl is impartant, too, And
even if the conditions are perfect, says Tasko,
your'll want to stapger blocm times to make
your garden last longer, Finally, she savs,
“Don't forges that in Conmecticat you'll have
baire stichs for a long time. S0 comsider mix-
ing in evergreens. Texture can enhance any
ward, dad you'll have some color to look a
all year long.”
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Staggering blson times cas miake your garden st longer, This pyracanta’s red berries
provide color ta the lentdscape b il aed winder
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The Big Picture

FAIL: Waiting too long to consider
a landscape plan.

Theres an unfortunste tendency for
hormeoswneTs to view a 'ﬂndh’npe dﬂign as
an afterthought, says Chad Prost, a pariner in
Kent+Frost Landscape Archiecture in Mys
tic, “This &5 especially trae In new constyc-
tion, or when theres an extensive remadel in
velving ai architect,” be saps, Sometimes it
& master nl'hmtltl;el and that's undersrandahle,
baut the result can be & disconnect between
structure and site. "In fact, an archibect -and
lasidecape architect should collaborate from
the start)’ says Frost, "You want the house
atd the landscaps to work together harmao
nigushy. And often the greatest impact cin
come af the beginning” Landscape architects
o'l jisst come out and plant, says Erost, “We
use the whale site 10 create outdoos living
spaced,” He advises homeowners (o emsem-
ber the reason why they bought a piece of
property—uwas it the view?—and make that
a focal ];h:li nt “We seark to create a :|:-1np|e!z
wisiom arownd that” says Prost, “The experi-
enee doesnt stop at the building’s edge”

Walk This Way

FAIL: Digging faulty foundations
for paths and patios.

"We see o dor of mistekes when we get
calbsl o reqrair ar EP-E..‘:C-E a walkway or pa-
tie] says Mike Lenares of Lenares Landscape
& Desipn LLC in Mewingion, “Miosthy we find
that base materials were poorly chosen, Did
they use onby sand? Or stone dust? D6d they
o to the right depth®™ The thing to renweimn-
ber here in the Martheast, says Lenares, s that
frost heayve can wreak hanmog with paved paths
and patios. 56 he likes to provide o minimbir

of & 10 8 inches of compacted base material
Dig deeper {12 1o 15 [nches) for diveways
Anether commaen problem, says Lenares, is
ihe walkoway that {sn't properly edged. "You
may start out with 2 ddoot-wide path, but
opver Tiime i spreads out, 50 insiead of 48 inch
=5, o ifs 50 or 52 inches” The fix landscape
edging und paver restrainds that are buried
partway andergrounsd. Weeds and cracks thar
crop up in between pavers inoa patio cen be
prevented with the use of some newer in-
movative materials, "Twenty yeEars ago we
used regular saivd between pavers, bat o new
product, polymeric sand, has changed every-
thing," says Lenares. “This wery fine sand has
awesting agent that hardens o secure pavers,
Jumst install, sweep off excess and mist”

t Connecticut
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Home= and |andscape in sync: A Queen Anne
surrounded by annuals, a3 was Victorian style

History Lesson

FAIL: Designing a landscape
out of sync with a period home.

Enown for designing bandscapes for his-
toric homes; Richard Schipul of Designing
Eden LLC i Mew Milford insists [ docsn't
I:E'.i.'"';' matter if vour home is vi.nra.gz with a
pedigree or new and fmdaders. The same de-
sign principles apply; you want 4 landscape
that looks like it belongs. Granted. often
homeswners inherit problems and they have
10 prune, trim meve for remove) plants o
hetter sudt their home. With so much (mfor-
miatlon avalksbie online, "ifs net hard to Gnd
aut what wold hove been &n appropelate
landscape o garden design for a particalar
periad,” says Schipul, "For example, & mod-
orn, minimalist landscape would bave had
stmple lnes, hard edges Instead of formal
hedges. An approprinte design would create
shapes with plams that pliy off the archifec-
ture” Por the Queen Anne pictured shave,
Schipul chese lote of anniaks: "In Victorian
times they boved their beds of flowess” he
sy, s important o pote that landscaps
plans in general were simplér prior o the
mid-1800s, says Schipul. Aroand 15, there
was a gardening boom and plants were be-
glaning to be imported from Europe and
Asia post-boom designs would bave refloct-
ed that varkety and abundance, he says.
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Romancing

the Stones

FAIL: Taking hardscaping, includ-
ing stone walls, for granted.

“There are several classie mistakes tha
homeowners make regarding the “hardscap-
ing" of their lnndscapes” according Lo Mi
chelle Bockes of ]‘mE||.:|'| Gardens & Land

R LD KRk

scapang in Killingworth, and these hove o
do with assthetics and crafrsmanship, Becker
and Andrew Plghills are widely regarded for
their expertise in the design and construc-
thon of stone walls. But because ald stone
witlls-are seeminghy sveryvwhere in Connect]-
cut, homeswners often astume they don't
require much maintenance .\.""\-il_'lllllnl:" conald
be further from the trath, The key is ind
ing crufi ipeople who undcrstand the natore

Water, Water
Everywhere

FAIL: Forgetting that storm water
neads a place to go.

While thiz comman mistzke S0t ahout
plants or principles of pood design, it isa seri-
s probles seen l'rl.'quunll:.- in ConnecHouat,
says Chad Frost of Kents Frost In Mystic

Homeowners don'l always think sbout de-
signing & landscape that is environmentally
responsible, says Frost, “Storm waler & an
imporiant concer. but moet people jos do
cotgder it They think the water fust gocs into
the guiters and dissppears, but i doesn't™ A
4 000-4quare-foot bome will, in the course of
a year have 100,000 gallons of water rim off
itz roof, according to Frost. "Rain carries with
it nutrients and chemicals that can be ben-
eficlal—or not” he s, and there are several
ways f0 collect and filter water. These include
Fain |:H|'r‘|r"'||-\._ |1||1i'r|5 at '||'|1rp_||5|'| uﬂdergmnd
chambers or installing filter  srips  Adds
Frisst: "Il may surprise vou that many of these
systemia are not that costly. What's impariant
i& getling water back into the watershed a:
aprckhy and cheanly ad possible”

af dry stane walls {which are-of course. con-
structed of naturd stene, and not manufac-
tured concrete products], says Becher The
classsc aesthetic mistakss people make hark
back o overall desbgn principles, ghe saye
There are many different types of stone walls,
and when restoring or buibding new, its eriti
cal 10 choose one that’y appropriats in scale
or style for the property or architeciuire i

megant o enhance,

Stone walls zre popular Tardscaping' i Connacticut, but there are many styles, materials and mafntenance Jssues fo consider,

| 4 MW BN conmetipainag

111l |

TR A R, NI KRG GARBCNY & LSO MACIENE- Rk TR




Visit these adveriisers’
wahsites for

Mree information

odornpg  odvasar

16 Peter Indorf Jewelers
peterindorf.com

23 Peter Suchy Jewelers

peiersuchyjewelers,com

oa o g Ireer] e

29 Albertus Magnus College
albertus.edu

32 Hamden Hall
Country Day School
hamdenhallorg

15 5t Thomas More School
EHICEORE

health & fithess
ooon Qg ookt
13 Connecticut [mage

Guided Surgery
203-330-0248

i Lenkemia &
Lymphoina Society
ls.org

42 Massage Envy
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cl MNorth Haven
Medical Center
yrehh.org/nhme

R Ridgeﬁel-] Visiting Murse
Association

ridgefieldvna.org

c2 Smilow Cancer Hospital
at Yale-New Haven
closertofree.com

X7 Urgent Care of
Connecticut
ucofconnecticut,com

17 Waterbury Hospital
wrlerbiuryvhospital.org

10 Yale-New Haven

Fftd:wH  Childrens Hospital

ynch.orginorwalk

retirement living

oo pg  ocheised

43 LDuncaster
durcasterory

{1 Seabury

Hifd seaburyretimement.com

kY] StoneRidgpe

StoneRideel C8. com

landscaping fails
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Top of the Trees

FAIL: Not thinking far enough
ahead when planting trees.

Everyone wants 1o see their trees full and
mature now, §a they don't often think lomg-
term whien choosng them for their properiy.
says Gary Medarostek, a Barthett Tree expert
wio works oot of Simebury. “1F were lucky,
thev're thinking fve, mayhe ten years down
the roadd, bt thal creates problems—some
fast growing frees will et too fall, they'll
compete with other plants or even compro-
mise A house baciase they were [!Inm:ud 013}
close” Freguently homeowners Gnd then-
aelves .1|:l|:n|.|i|'.H MONeEy 06N maAintenance
and pruning pust to manage their trees “A
well-designed landsspe is one with a 100
year visinn—and beyond” snve Nedarostel,
"hetecting @ tree s alund preference, for
sire, bt i shioald ask :,-u'ul.rsmlr' i Few s~
thena: What s lts purpode? 1z 2 for séreen-
ing, shade, proamental porposest™ Thercs &
whote host of hortbculiural considerations
that will impact the [ifs of a tree, including
proper orlenfarken and seil conditiong, Med
arostek’s best advice is to have a soil sample
pnakyzed: “That way you can see exactly what
youre dealing with, and get a list of spegies
that will do best in vour yard” A final word
an foundation pl:.n.hnp:: L"II:n.-:.- are almaost
always planted too close to the howse, which
can cause prodlems. We actually like i plan
them ten to fifteen feet away from the foun-
dation,” says Nedormstek. *You get the same
effect of framing the howse swhen you see i
from e streel, but you absa get to enjoy the
view from the inside”
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furniture restoration

Chairs  Re-Caned, Re-Rushed, Re-
Uphnistered, Re-Gloed.
Wicker/Rattan Repairs & Bestorations.

furpiture  decorating

Company. Call  (203)

www hhperkins.com

historic window solutions

Landscaping

'SOURCES

FURNITURE REPAIR & RESTORATION.

Complete

All furnitore  professionally  Stripped,
Refinished, Hestored & Repaired. Expert
and painting.
90 years in business. H.H. PEREKINS
TET-1123
370 State Sereet, Morth Haven, CT 06473
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pts Som et o s
designingetien com Someaues ||BI-GLASS

m%ntﬁm;d of DENHECTIOTE ..
KemsfrostLandscape e e T e
kil §88.986.3837 * www.ct-bi-glass.com
18al) 57 E-l7ad
kentfrnss o ”
Gt Looking to rent or
g s .
& Landscaping EEHTT.!I]I' vacation
Killingweeth e
8601 322-0050 property?
engiisipartensaniamtaramns.can i
. It's mot too late to get the word out!
The Garden Bam
Waman
(BEOHATE-T591
gardermbant ca
Lenares Landscaps
& Design, LLE
Newington
(BED) 656-383%
lenarasandscane oom
Bartlett Tree Experts
five Connecticut lecations.
L2003 E3-1131
trartlett.com o SR s
: Reodh mver 3!]',M1i;nm oo
mlglr;ﬁ:rldifn i o Conpaclicur f
alibounseaTral Contwr Dosd Morke gt (3003 774-001
e Imat dmatnmonediormeg con | Foe CHOI TER-E135

Tnnerglass’ wivie spwems. Lic

sigrmwindowsocom » B0LT436207

| ‘somnd proofing

STOP STREET MOISE with cusiom plass
| imterlor storm windows, residential and
commercial, Innerglags Window Systems
[BE) 651-3951 www stormwindows.com

BUY IT...
SELL IT...
FIND IT...

in Connecticut
Magazine's
hhrkulp|uca
Classifieds.

ADVERTISING

MARKETPLACE

RATES: 52,75 per wond, 10 wioedl mdndimam, All
Irpprenaled words pa phong nombers couel s
e winrd s Bk and white display noveitisemenis
beqgin @l 175 perinhy; colar display ads bagin o
200 per Ingh

FREQUEMCY DISCOUNTS
1L mnnS =M % daioond
I momiire = 15% disgoon
& ot = 10% didioun

PAYMENTS: All arvarniisempnts are soid cnn
pra-paEmenl hagis. Accepiable Sorms of payment
am Gheck, Monsy Drder Waa, MasterCam. and
Amencan Eapeess

BEADLINES: Mot ahoud B rerdivied By ™o
251 & th deiond Monh praceding he issus Tar
vngnilie Py 25 1o July)
ADDRESS CORRESFOMDENCE:
Dawid Mt ClassSed Advertising Deparimen|
Connecto Magarine
40 Sargent] Oriwe, Nesw Haneonr, ST 08611

| Phons: B0 974-2001

Fas: (200 Fars-5255
Errenl ) dmrglindsoh e sl TR S 0im
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